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[The Audiencia of Santo Domingo to the Crown, Santo
Domingo, February 24, 1586]
(P- i)                                        +
Catholic Royal Majesty
On January 10 of the present year, at about ten o'clock in the
morning, warning reached this city and eleven sail were sighted
which seemed to be steering for this port. At this news a person was
immediately sent to endeavour to identify them and to determine
their intention and course. So also for this purpose Don Diego Osorio,
captain of Your Majesty's galleys, went out in person. Meanwhile,
with the diligence and efficacy possible, given the scanty means we
possessed, everybody was busied in preparing this city for whatever
the event might prove to be. For not only was the powder in the fort
and city scarce and of poor quality, but also the galley was dis-
mantled, for it was being careened.
Nevertheless, with great activity, what men could be mustered
were assembled, both foot and horse. After we had consulted with
those residents who seemed best informed, in order to reach a
determination as to what should be done, and been by them assured
that there was no fear whatsoever that from the landward the
enemy, if this were an enemy, could do us damage or disembark,
unless it were at a certain inlet the sea forms at a place called (p. 2)
Guibia, we sent thither troops who stood guard all night, to send
warning and to defend that place. Meanwhile, all our effort was
addressed to strengthening this harbour and its defences.
At nine o'clock that night Don Diego Osorio, captain of the galley,
came in with the report that he had seen seventeen vessels which he
believed to be English, owing to the cut of their sails and rigging.
Whereupon preparations to defend the harbour and protect the city
were redoubled; and the spirits of many of its residents commenced
to weaken, who forthwith began to flee. Proclamations which were
issued and other measures taken to the end of preventing this, proved
unavailing.
The morning of the following Saturday (which was the nth)
seventeen vessels appeared off this port, and seemed to intend to
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